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April 4, 2012 
 
The Honorable Richard M. Burr             
United States Senate                     
217 Russell Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C.  20510   
 
Dear Senator Burr: 
 
We are writing on behalf of the Alliance for Biosecurity to express our thanks for leading the 
March 27, 2012 letter to Chairman Inouye and Ranking Member Cochran in support of 
prioritizing funding for the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) 
in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 Labor, Health, and Human Services, and Education Appropriations 
bill.  
 
As you noted in your letter, although the United States has so far been spared a large-scale 
attack with chemical, biological, radiological, or nuclear weapons (CBRN), the threat of an event 
has not diminished; to the contrary, both the intelligence community and experts outside the 
government agree that the threat is pressing and significant. As was stated in your letter to 
appropriators, the December 2008 report of the Congressionally established Commission on the 
Prevention of Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferation and Terrorism found that “it is more 
likely than not that a weapon of mass destruction will be used in a terrorist attack somewhere in 
the world by the end of 2013.” This finding reflects the fact that bioterrorism represents one of 
the most dire – and most imminent – threats to national security.  
 
Clearly, there must be a substantially increased investment in BARDA’s Advanced Development 
Fund to ensure that the country is better prepared for a terrorist attack or public health 
emergency. Given the current economic situation, we recognize that even in the area of national 
security, priorities cannot always be funded at levels commensurate with the magnitude of 
threats. However, developing new medical countermeasures, while expensive, is an endeavor 
critical to national security. If BARDA is given additional support for FY 2013, it can fund 
important work on advanced research and development of needed countermeasures.    
 
Again, we thank you for your leadership and look forward to working with you on this vital 
national security matter. Should you have any questions, please contact our Washington, D.C. 
representative, Jodie Curtis (202-230-5147, jodie.curtis@dbr.com). 
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Alliance, 

 

Maureen Donahue Hardwick 
Secretariat and Legal Counsel 


