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October 24, 2014 
 
 
Ron Klain 
Ebola Response Coordinator 
Office of the Homeland Security Advisor  
National Security Council Staff, Executive Office of the President  
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C.  20500 
 
Shaun Donovan 
Director, Office of Management and Budget  
Executive Office of the President  
Eisenhower Executive Office Building 
1650 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 252 
Washington, DC  20503 
 
Dear Mr. Klain and Mr. Donovan:  
 
In light of the current Ebola outbreak, I write on behalf of the Alliance for Biosecurity to bring 
attention to programs of critical importance to the nation’s preparedness against pandemic 
influenza and chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) agents. 
 
Almost a decade ago, the Department of Homeland Security identified Ebola as a “material 
threat” to US national security. The Department of Defense has a separate, classified, threat list 
which also includes Ebola and Marburg. Yet, as you know, there is currently no safe, effective 
vaccine or therapeutic to prevent and treat Ebola. This presents a significant challenge to 
managing and ultimately stemming the outbreak.  
 
The current Ebola outbreak demonstrates the need to plan ahead, be constantly vigilant, and 
sustain research and development of vaccines and drugs for responding to disease threats 
including smallpox, anthrax, and pandemic influenza. A consistent, well-funded public-private 
partnership is our best hope for successfully developing these needed products. Developing new 
medical countermeasures and sustaining a robust public health infrastructure, while expensive, is 
an endeavor critical to national security and public health. The U.S. Government must provide 
robust funding for the advanced research, development, and stockpiling of vaccines, drugs, and 
other medicines so that our nation can simultaneously prepare for and respond to disease threats. 
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The Alliance respectfully urges the following efforts in support of this objective: 
 

• $2.8 billion to fully fund the Special Reserve Fund, authorized over five years for the 
advanced development and procurement of medical countermeasures, thereby providing 
the government with the flexibility required to respond to emerging threats. 
 

• $415 million for the Biomedical Advanced Research Development Authority (BARDA) 
for advanced development for FY 2015. Additionally, robust new funding is needed to 
support development of additional vaccines and therapeutics for Ebola. 
 

• $330 million for Pandemic Influenza for FY 2015.  
 

• $543 million for the Strategic National Stockpile for FY 2015.  
 
Given that the development of these products is so important to our nation’s health and security, 
it is essential that the contracting process is as expeditious as possible. The Alliance for 
Biosecurity is concerned that the centralizing of all contracting authority by the Assistant 
Secretary of Preparedness and Response, under the Office of Acquisitions Management, 
Contracts and Grants (AMCG), has unintentionally slowed BARDA’s efforts to move medical 
countermeasures through the development pipeline. A review of contracting authority and 
process is encouraged. We believe that returning contracting authority to BARDA could expedite 
the development of life saving vaccines and therapeutics.  
 
In light of the risks, uncertainties and lengthy research and development timelines, it is essential 
that funding and support for these medical countermeasure programs be sustained over time. 
Unwavering vigilance and a sense of urgency are crucial to ensuring meaningful preparedness.    
 
Thank you for consideration of our request.  If you should have any questions please contact 
Maureen Hardwick (202-230-5133, Maureen.Hardwick@dbr.com). 
 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Alliance for Biosecurity, Secretariat and Legal Counsel 
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